Airway management and air medical transport.
A 5-year retrospective review of airway management by flight nurses was conducted to evaluate airway care and to determine the frequency of surgical cricothyrotomy. Intubation was attempted in 51% of patients, with a success rate of 80%. Oral intubations were attempted in the remaining patients and in those patients in whom initial attempts at nasal intubation failed, with a success rate of 81%. The success rate for intubations was 72% in 1985, 95 % in 1986, 92% in 1987, 97% in 1988, and 76% in 1989. Overall, 87% of patients were successfully intubated and surgical cricothyrotomy was required in only one patient. A greater success rate was achieved when intubations were performed before takeoff than during flight.